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“Join us in enhancing the 
visibility and effectiveness with 
which ARCA contributes to the 

interface of the disability 
experience, rehabilitation toward 

wellness, and advancement of 
human rights.” 

Dear Colleagues and Friends, 
 
Each year, the American Counseling Association (ACA) 
organizes an Institute for Leadership Training (ILT) near 
its headquarters in Washington, DC for the new Division 
and Branch Presidents and other leaders of the 
organization.  It was held this year from July 27 through 
July 29.  ARCA President-Elect Michelle Bradham-
Cousar and I attended (see photo).  I found the training 
informative and 
energizing.  Not 
including ACA 
staff and the 
invited speakers, 
there were 
approximately 
150 attendees.  
The first morning 
there was a 
general session 
that explained 
the two initiatives Dr. Catherine Roland has set for the 
entire organization to address during her year as ACA 
President.  They are:  (1) Counseling LGBTQ+ Clients 
from the Perspectives of Intersectionality and Lifespan 
Development; and (2) Division/Region Partnerships 
Focused on Leader Development Toward Diversity.  
I am sure we will be hearing more throughout the year 
ahead about how to contribute to these targeted 
initiatives.  Other presentations were on topical issues 
like understanding the revisions in the 2014 ACA Code 
of Ethics. 
 
The majority of the sessions at ILT were designed to 
build administrative skills or facilitate networking among 
the different Division leaders.  The sessions that were 
the most beneficial for me were those which provided 
practical explanations of resources and skills necessary 
for management of our association.  Especially helpful  

were the workshops on:  financial literacy for budgeting  
and ongoing fiscal management; development and 
implementation of strategic plans; and getting onboard 
with ACA Connect, which is an on-line communication 
platform with separate communities for Division 
Presidents, Presidents-Elect, etc.  I also really 
appreciated the few sessions dedicated to meeting the 
other newly installed Division Presidents and 
exchanging information and ideas with them.   
 
I was genuinely impressed with the dedication and 
openness of my peers in these group discussions.  I will 
be reaching out to several of them to identify and 
hopefully negotiate some mutually enhancing activities  
 

C      
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ARCA TREASURER 
CHANGE 

 
After two years of service as 
ARCA's Treasurer, Dr. Ruth 
Mercardo-Cruz resigned for 
personal reasons in August 2016.  
We extend our muchas gracias 
and best wishes to Ruth for much 
future success and satisfaction 
professionally and personally.  
After following the process 
dictated in the 
ARCA Bylaws, 
Dr. Carrie Wilde 
was approved to 
fill the remainder 
of Ruth's term 
through June 30, 
2017.   
 
Carrie Wilde has served in many 
capacities on the ARCA Board 
from 2002 to the present, 
including:  President, Governing 
Council Representative, Chair of 
ARCA’s Council on Development 
and Collaboration, 20/20 Delegate, 
and Chair of ARCA’s Public Policy 
and Legislation Council.  Her 
service to the counseling 
profession also includes work on 
several ACA committees including 
Public Policy, Professional 
Standards, and National Awards.  
As a result of her efforts to involve 
students in advocacy, Dr. Wilde 
received ACA’s inaugural 
Counselor Educator Advocacy 
Award in 2004.  Carrie is also 
currently serving on the CORE 
Board of Directors. 
 
Dr. Wilde worked as a counselor 
educator from 1997-2015.  Her 
clinical experiences include over 
10 years in varied rehabilitation 
counseling and mental health 
settings.  She is a Licensed Mental 
Health Counselor in New York and 
a Certified Rehabilitation 
Counselor (CRC).  Currently, she 
spends most of her time raising 
her two year-old twin daughters.  
 

THANK YOU again to Ruth for 
her service.  THANK YOU to 

Carrie for stepping up to fill this 
important position. 

we can implement in partnership that we might not be able to pursue on our 
own or with as much impact.  ILT also gave me the forum to hear from and 
speak with ACA’s CEO Richard Yep and President Roland on more than one 
occasion.  Starting a working relationship with them and some of ACA’s 
support staff was really needed and invaluable in order for me to fulfill my 
responsibilities for ARCA this year.    
 
It was great to start my year as President with this up-beat experience at 
ILT — and on a national level with my cohort.  Upon returning home, I 
continued my networking on behalf of ARCA.  In September, I attended and 
gave invited presentations at two conferences where I took advantage of the 
opportunity to market ARCA while being among numerous counseling 
colleagues and consumers.  At the annual conference of the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society (Bayou Region) in New Orleans, I presented on “Resources 
for Vocational Rehabilitation, Job Retention, and Job Accommodation.”  My 
workshop at the annual conference of the Louisiana Counseling Association 
(LCA) in Baton Rouge was entitled: “What ALL Counselors Should Know 
about the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).”  My co-presenter was 
Katherine Hoover, who is the ADA Coordinator for Jefferson Parish, LA and 
who received the ARCA Rehabilitation Counselor of the Year Award in 2011.  
At the LCA conference, I had a follow-up conversation about ARCA’s goals 
and our interest in collaborative opportunities with ACA President Roland, 
who was a keynote speaker 
and was present throughout 
the conference.  I also enjoyed 
my discussions with many new 
colleagues, former students, 
and association leaders — 
including LCA President-Elect 
Dr. Christine Ibrahim and LCA 
President, Dr. Iman En Nabut-
Nawash  (see photo).  In 
October, I made membership 
recruitment presentations to 
the students at Louisiana State 
University Health Sciences 
Center in New Orleans and at 
Southern University in Baton 
Rouge.  I distributed ARCA membership brochures at each of these events.  
However, I have many more, so if you would like to have a bunch to distribute 
to prospective members or to display at a conference or in your organization, 
please contact me and I will send them to you.  
 
As explained on the ACA website, the 2017 conference location was changed 
in June to San Francisco.  It is a beautiful city with a distinctive style that is 
both laid-back and high-energy.  I am really looking forward to being there 
and taking advantage of all the opportunities both the conference and the 
location offer us to provide stimulating sessions and creative events for 
education, service, networking, and enjoyment together.  I welcome your 
suggestions of any activities and options for ARCA to serve its members’ 
interests and your specific support to accomplish our goals for providing 
meaningfully enriching experiences during our annual conference with ACA in 
March of 2017.  Thanks for your commitment to ARCA and its collaborative 
efforts on behalf of the disability community and the rehabilitation counseling 
profession. 
 
Be well, do good work, and keep in touch — 

Henry McCarthy, President 2016-2017 
henrypeace123@gmail.com  
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YOUR 2016-2017  
ARCA LEADERSHIP  

July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017 
 

ARCA OFFICERS 
 
P  H  M C  
 henrypeace123@gmail.com 

P -E   M  B –C  
 fcabradham.cousar@gmail.com 

P  P  Q  W  
 quiteya.walker@asurams.edu 

T  C  W  
 cwilde4@gmail.com 

S  M  S  
 michelle.schein@pitt.edu 
 
ACA G  C  R  
Paige Dunlap ...................................... pdunlap@ncat.edu 
 
 

ARCA EXECUTIVE MEMBERS 
 
D   C  C  
Yolanda Edwards.......................... edwardsyo@wssu.edu 
 
O , A ,  M  
C  
Valerie Russell ...................................... verussel@fiu.edu 
 
P  P   L   
Noel Ysasi ......................................... noel.ysasi@uky.edu 
 
P  R   A  C  
Jamie Kulzer .......................................... j.kulzer@pitt.edu 
 
R   K  C  
Mary Huber ................................. mary.huber@wright.edu 
 
ARCA S  T  F  R  
Taryn Richardson ............... taryn-richardson@uiowa.edu 
 
ARCA R   CORE C   
S  & A  
Glacia Ethridge 
Jenelle Pitt 
 
R  C  B  (RCB) E  

 C   CEU C  
Douglas Strohmer ...................... dstrohmr@memphis.edu 
 
ARCA N  E  
Vickie Leeming .......................... arcanewsletter@bex.net 
 (419) 841-8889 Office 

F  2016 

THE MISSION OF ARCA. . . . 
 

The mission of the American Rehabilitation Counseling 
Association (ARCA) is to enhance the development of 
people with disabilities throughout the lifespan and to 
promote best practices in the rehabilitation counseling 
profession. ARCA’s goal is to provide leadership that 
will encourage excellence in rehabilitation counseling 
practice, research, consultation, and professional 
development. ARCA is equally interested in eliminating 
attitudinal, political, and physical barriers so that more 
opportunities are available in education, employment, 
and community activities to people with disabilities. This 
is accomplished through public education, systems 
advocacy, and legislative action. 

MEET ARCA’S PRESIDENT-ELECT 
MICHELLE BRADHAM-COUSAR 

 
 

I received my Master's Degree 
from the University of Northern 
Colorado in Greeley, Colorado, in 
Community Counseling and am a 
Certified Rehabilitation Counselor 
(CRC) and Registered Mental 
Health Intern.  I have received 
several awards such as Vocational 
Rehabilitation Sapphire Award 

(2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, and 2012), State 
of Florida Innovator Award (2008 and 2011) and Who's 
Who Among America's College Students.  In 2015 I was 
awarded Rehabilitation Counselor of the Year from 
ARCA.  
 
Currently I am employed as a Rehabilitation Consultant 
and work as an Adjunct Instructor in Health Sciences at 
Clearwater Medical Academy.  In my spare time I am 
working on my dissertation topic of "Traumatic Brain 
Injury" at the University of South Florida.  Furthermore, I 
have experience with a diversity of teaching 
approaches, coordinating and philanthropy.  My 
experience has provided extensive exposure to the 
implementation of developmentally appropriate activities 
and successful return to work for disadvantaged 
individuals.  My expertise expands from a broad range 
of settings that encompasses working with adults with 
disabilities, children with psychiatric/behavioral 
challenges, college students, adult learners, injured 
workers, working with the mentally challenged, military 
personnel, culturally and linguistically diverse 
individuals. 
 
Best regards, 

Michelle Bradham-Cousar, MA, CRC, ABD 
ARCA President-Elect 
FCABradham.Cousar@gmail.com 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOUR NEW ARCA BOARD MEMBERS 

EXPLORE. . . . 
ARCA’S WEBSITE 

 

http://www.arcaweb.org 
 
Visit the website regularly for: 

 Updates and News 
 Calls, Resources and Links 
 Forms 
 Conference Information 
 Newsletter Archives 
 and more! 

Greetings!   
 
It is my pleasure to introduce myself as the new 
Secretary for the ARCA Board.  Currently, I am an 
Assistant Professor in the Clinical Rehabilitation and 
Mental Health Counseling Program at the University of 
Pittsburgh.  I obtained my Master's degree in 
Rehabilitation Counseling and my Ph.D. in 
Rehabilitation Science from the University of Pittsburgh. 
I am excited to have this opportunity, as this is my first 
role as a Board member of ARCA.  I am looking forward 
to collaborating with other rehabilitation counselors and 
students across the country.  
  
The opportunity to be of service to ARCA is part of my 
goal to advocate for our profession.  I am excited to 
connect with our counseling colleagues, students, and 
consumers.  I look forward to serving my term on the 
Board and hope to see you at future conferences.  If you 
have any questions, please feel free to email me. 
  

Michelle Schein, PhD, CRC, LPC 
michelle.schein@pitt.edu  

MICHELLE 
SCHEIN, PH.D., 

CRC, LPC 

ARCA BOARD SECRETARY 

F  2016 

I have been involved with ACA and ARCA since 1998.  
I attended my first ACA conference in San Diego and 
have been hooked on ARCA ever since.  I got to 
present as a graduate student in our first student 
presentation sponsored by ARCA, which was at an ACA 
conference in Washington, D.C..  In my eighteen years 
as a member, I have been ARCA Student Presentation 
Chair, Public Awareness Chair, ARCA Representative 
to CORE Professional Standards, and ARCA President.  
One of my passions for ARCA is for the organization to 
become more involved in the broader counseling 
profession.  I always said being a rehabilitation 
counselor is the best kept secret.  But we really need to 
have more visibility within the profession so we don’t get 
asked the question “What is a rehabilitation counselor?” 
from other counselors.  
 
As the Chair of the Council on Development and 
Collaboration, my goals for this year include working 
with our ARCA President on a Day of Service or similar 
activity with other ACA organizations (e.g., AMCD, CSJ, 
etc.) and disability organizations within San Francisco 
for the 2017 Conference.   
 

Yolanda Edwards, Ph.D., CRC 
Winston-Salem State University 
edwardsyo@wssu.edu  

YOLANDA  
EDWARDS 

COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENT  
AND COLLABORATION  

COMMITTEE CHAIR 
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ACA GOVERNING COUNCIL 
REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 

 
PAIGE N. DUNLAP, 

PH.D., LPC, CRC, NCC, ACS 

Greetings everyone!  
 
As the ARCA’s representative to the ACA Governing Council (GC), I want to 
ensure I am keeping you abreast of the latest information and updates.  The 
Governing Council met July 25-26, 2017 in Arlington, VA.  Much of the two 
day meeting was spent in trainings/professional development.  There were 
some themes that arose from these activities that GC members would like 
ACA to take a more active role in.  They are as follows: 
 

 Advocacy regarding:  recognition of counseling services by the 
Veteran’s Administration and Medicare; licensure portability, etc.; 

 Professional Leadership – Encouraging more practitioner input 
on GC, Diversity of GC membership (these also extend to 
Division level boards); 

 Organizational Strength – increasing unity for both GC and ACA 
membership as a whole; 

 Societal Issues – Black Lives Matter, LGBT, Responding to 
crisis/tragedy;  

 Education/Professional Development. 
 

 Motion was passed to have work groups and quarterly meetings to 
discuss updates. 

 
 Motion was passed that discussion of motions will take place on Day 1.  It 

is not required that voting take place on Day 1. 
 
 Motion was passed for ACA Executive Board and staff to continue to 

consider legislation in deciding which cities to hold GC meetings and 
annual conferences.  

 
On a side note, ACA is looking forward to a fun-filled, educational conference 
in San Francisco, California, during our 2017 Conference.  More than 
500 presentations have been accepted!!  We hope to see you all there! 
 

Paige N. Dunlap, Ph.D, LPC, CRC, NCC, ACS 
pdunlap@ncat.edu  
 

MUCH MORE THAN A 
CONFERENCE, 

THIS IS A SHOW OF 
SOLIDARITY 

 
JOIN US. . . .  

MARCH 16-19, 2017 
 

MOSCONE WEST 
CONVENTION CENTER 

AND THE 
INTERCONTINENTAL  

SAN FRANCISO HOTEL 
 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
 
The decision to move the 2017 
Conference & Expo was a bold 
move that spoke volumes about 
the counseling profession and 
the leadership of ACA.  Now 
more than ever, we must truly 
unite in our efforts to protect 
the integrity of the counseling 
profession and the essential 
roles counselors play in 
communities nationwide. ACA's 
historic 65th annual conference 
in San Francisco is our 
opportunity to do just that. 
Make sure your voice is heard! 

 
Pre-Conference  

Learning Institutes 
March 15-16, 2017 

 
Super Saver rates are valid 
through December 15, 2016. 

 
To learn more, visit: 

 
https://www.counseling.org/

conference/sanfrancisco2017 

. .  
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LEGISLATION UPDATES  
FROM THE COUNCIL ON PUBLIC POLICY, LEGISLATION, 

AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

NOEL A. YSASI, PH.D., CRC, COUNCIL CHAIR 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY 

The purpose of the Committee on Public Policy, 
Legislation, and Human Rights is to plan, direct, 
coordinate, and facilitate the mechanisms through which 
the member association develops and promotes the 
profession of rehabilitation counseling, and acts as an 
advocate for equal access and quality services for 
individuals with disabilities by focusing on public policy, 
legislation, and human rights.  Since my last report in 
our newsletter, I have participated in several 
discussions concerning CACREP, WIOA, Special 
Education, Human Rights, and other legislation updates.  
I have had the privilege of representing ARCA’s mission 
of advocating for people with disabilities through the 
dissemination of updates on the aforementioned topics.  
 
 

W  I   O   
A  (WIOA) U  

 
Within our Spring 2016 newsletter, we provided updates 
on WIOA and our concerns of this Act affecting our 
profession.  However, on August 19, 2016, the U.S. 
Department of Labor announced the publication of their 
final rules.  The five final rules have been released and 
took effect on October 18, 2016.  Details:  The final 
rules can be found within the U.S. Department of 
Education website and address the following:  
 

 Joint Rule for Unified and Combined State 
Plans, Performance Accountability, and the 
One-Stop System Joint Provisions; 

 

 State Vocational Rehabilitation Services 
Program; State Supported Employment 
Services Program; and Limitations on Use of 
Subminimum Wage; 

 

 Miscellaneous Program Changes; 
 

 Programs and Activities Authorized by the 
Adult Education and Family Literacy Act; and 

 

 Department of Labor (only) 

A   D  A  
 
The Department of Justice is considering revising the 
regulation implementing Title II and Title III of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  The new 
proposed rulemaking for Title II will require State and 
local governments that provide web information to 
ensure the accessibility of that information for 
individuals with disabilities.  The comment period 
regarding this new rulemaking closed on October 7, 
2016.  On June 10, 2016, the Department issued their 
regulation for requiring movie theaters to provide public 
notice as to which films have the availability of closed 
captioning and audio description.  
 
 

P  P , L ,   
H  R  W  

 
Since our Spring 2016 newsletter, ARCA has made a 
collective effort towards refining our website to improve 
the ways in which we disseminate current updates 
affecting rehabilitation counseling and people with 
disabilities.  If there are any particular topics and/or 
issues you feel should be included and are specifically 
related to public policy, legislation, and human rights, 
please do not hesitate to contact me with your 
recommendations. 
 
 

Noel Ysasi, Ph.D., CRC 
noel.ysasi@uky.edu 

EXPLORE. . . . 
ARCA’S LISTSERV 

arca@listserv.arcaweb.org 
 
Join the ARCA Listserv by sending an email to the 
subscription address above, leave the subject line 
blank but enter the following in the message area of 
the email:  S  ARCA. 
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REPORT FROM ARCA STUDENT 
TASK FORCE REPRESENTATIVE 

 
TARYN RICHARDSON, CRC 

Greetings!  
 
I am the current Student Task Force Representative for the American 
Rehabilitation Counseling Association (ARCA).  Currently, we are in need of a 
student representative from rehabilitation counseling training programs.  This 
individual would work with me to get students involved in ARCA and provide 
me with feedback from current ARCA student members at your university 
regarding any recommendations about how to improve ARCA to maximize its 
benefits to students and their professional development.  We are also in the 
process of trying to increase student chapters across institutions, so please 
contact me if there is any interest in becoming involved.  
 
In addition, I want to encourage you to JOIN ARCA!  As a student member, 
you can enjoy a subscription to ARCA’s professional journal, Rehabilitation 
Counseling Bulletin, and contribute to our newsletter.  In addition, as an 
ARCA student member, you can engage in professional development 
activities as well as gain recognition for your hard work and service to 
persons with disabilities.  To that end, we have student awards, which include 
the Vision Award and Student of the Year Award.  We also have a student 
fund donated by Dr. Charlene M. Kampfe.  Your input on ways to use and 
increase this dedicated fund would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Lastly, one of ARCA’s goals is to assist in the professional development of 
rehabilitation counselors.  As advocacy work is an essential component of 
one’s professional identity, ARCA is very interested in engaging students and 
contributing to their development as rehabilitation counselors.  Accordingly, 
we have developed a program we call Understanding Rehabilitation 
Counseling as a way of encouraging students to learn more about their 
chosen profession by becoming involved in their local community through a 
rehabilitation or disability-related project.  This year, the focus of the projects 
is on doing advocacy work in collaboration with a local partner or mentor.  
This should be a person or group from the disability community who has a 
need or cause and wants the energy and support of additional advocates to 
help address the need or promote the cause.  Therefore, this program is a 
great opportunity for you to do the following:   
 
1) apply what you have learned;  

2) learn more about current issues/needs first-hand;  

3) develop new skills through collaborative community service; and   

4) share your advocacy experience with the rehabilitation counseling 
community through an ARCA event at the 2017 ACA conference, receive 
a certificate award, and a feature in ARCA’s Spring newsletter.  

 

We hope that you will take 
advantage of these opportunities.  
Have a good Fall semester! 
 
Best,  
 

Taryn Richardson 
taryn-richardson@uiowa.edu 

U  
R  

C  
 
Rehabilitation counseling is a 

systematic process which 
assists persons with physical, 

mental, developmental, 
cognitive, and emotional 

disabilities to achieve their 
personal, career, and 

independent living goals in the 
most integrated settings 

possible through the 
application of the counseling 

process.  The counseling 
process involves 

communication, goal setting, 
and beneficial growth or 

change through self-advocacy, 
psychological, vocational, 

social, and behavioral 
interventions. 

 
View a special YouTube Video  

put together by students of 
Northern Illinois University, 
Rehabilitation Counseling 

Program 
 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-sKRUiPZkbQ 
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NOMINATE TODAY! 
SPECIAL AWARDS AND STUDENT AWARDS 

 
DR. JAMIE KULZER, CHAIR,  

COUNCIL ON PUBLIC RELATIONS AND AWARENESS 

F  2016 

Now seeking nominations for the 2017 American 
Rehabilitation Counseling Association (ARCA) Special 
Awards and Student Awards!   
 
The Special Awards include the Rehabilitation 
Counselor of the Year Award and the Vision Award.  
The Rehabilitation Counselor of the Year Award 
recognizes a rehabilitation counselor who has gone 
above and beyond serving clients.  The Vision Award is 
presented to a student who through an essay identifies 
unique innovations that highlight the collaborative 
relationship between the specialty of rehabilitation 
counseling and the counseling profession at large.   
 
The Student Awards recognize outstanding Masters and 
Doctoral level rehabilitation counseling students.  For 
more information about the awards, including the criteria 
for nomination, see below. 
 
Awards will be presented at the 2017 American 
Counseling Association Conference and Exposition in 
San Francisco, CA, on March 16-19, 2017, during the 
ARCA Reception.  Award recipients are encouraged to 
attend the conference. 

R  C    Y  
 
The ARCA Rehabilitation Counselor of the Year Award 
recognizes an outstanding individual who has 
contributed to improving the lives of persons with 
disabilities, and in doing so, has made a substantial 
contribution to the practice of rehabilitation counseling. 
 
Candidates will be evaluated on the following criteria: 
 

 Candidate has made a significant contribution to the 
field of rehabilitation counseling and has improved 
the quality of life for persons with disabilities; 

 Candidate has been highly recognized by 
professional peers and colleagues for exemplary 
efforts in working with persons with disabilities in a 
public or private rehabilitation setting; 

 Candidate has demonstrated use of innovative 
techniques that have practical application for 
achieving positive and successful rehabilitation 
outcomes with clients and consumers; and 

 Candidate has documented a distinguished record 
of initiating, motivating, leading, and coordinating 
activities related to a professional counseling 
association that focuses on persons with disabilities. 

 
Candidates must be ARCA members.  (Candidates may 
join ARCA up to the time of nomination to be considered 
for this award.  For more information about becoming an 
ARCA member, go to: https://www.counseling.org/
membership/join-reinstate-today.) 
 
Nomination packets consist of: 
 
1) Candidate CV or resume; 

 
2) Candidate ARCA ID number (contact Dr. Jamie 

Kulzer at j.kulzer@pitt.edu if you have difficulty 
locating a candidate’s ID number); and 
 

3) Two (2) letters of support. 
 
Deadline for nominations is Friday, November 18, 2016. 

2017 SPECIAL AWARDS 

N       
D . J  K   

. @ .   
 

D      
F , N  18, 2016 
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2017 STUDENT AWARDS 

J  F. G  A  
W  

1989  P  
 

If you would like to see a complete list of 
ARCA’s  

James F. Garrett Award Winners, from 1989 
to the present, 

please email your request to 
arcanewsletter@bex.net 

V  A  
 
The ARCA Vision Award recognizes an essay written by 
a student member of ARCA that best expresses the 
theme: 
 

What unique contribution or innovation does the 
interaction or synergy between the specialty of 
rehabilitation counseling and the profession of 

counseling provide? 
 
Essay submissions may be traditional or use alternative 
format such as Photovoice that presents the student’s 
original thoughts on the specific contribution or 
innovation, informed by the knowledge base and 
scholarship in the field; but not a report of a research 
paper or review of the literature per se, nor an opinion 
piece. 
 
Please include your ARCA ID number with your 
submission. Contact Dr. Jamie Kulzer at 
j.kulzer@pitt.edu if you have difficulty locating your 
ARCA ID number. 
 
In addition to being recognized at the annual ARCA 
Reception, the winning essay will be published in the 
Rehabilitation Counseling Bulletin and the author 
will receive a $1,000 award. 
 

For Both Special Awards: 
Nominations must be emailed to  

Dr. Jamie Kulzer at j.kulzer@pitt.edu  
 

Deadline for nominations is  
Friday, November 18, 2016 

The ARCA Student of the Year Awards recognize 
students for their outstanding contributions, academic 
achievements, and commitment to the rehabilitation 
counseling profession.   
 
Candidates must be in good standing at their University 
and have a minimum GPA of 3.0.  Students must be 
ARCA members.  (Candidates may join ARCA up to the 
time of nomination to be considered for this award.  For 
more information about becoming an ARCA member, go 
to: www.counseling.org/membership/join-reinstate-
today.)   
 
Candidates will be evaluated on the following criteria: 
 

 Involvement in professional organizations, campus 
activities, and the graduate community; 

 Contribution to knowledge through research, 
teaching, and scholarship; and  

 Contribution to the graduate community. 
 
In order to be considered, students must be nominated 
by a faculty member.  A completed nomination packet 
consists of the following: 
 
1) Candidate’s Curriculum Vitae; 
2) Candidate’s Transcript; 
3) Candidate ARCA ID number (contact Dr. Jamie 

Kulzer at j.kulzer@pitt.edu if you have difficulty 
locating a candidate’s ID number); and 

4) Letters of support 
 One from an academic faculty member at the 

candidate’s University 
 One from an individual who has personal 

knowledge of the candidate’s character and 
involvement in the field of rehabilitation 
counseling. 

 
M ’  S    Y  
Candidates must be current students who are in their 
second year or beyond.   
 
D  S    Y  
Candidates must be current doctoral students. 
 

For Both Student Awards: 
Nominations must be emailed to  

Dr. Jamie Kulzer at j.kulzer@pitt.edu  
 

Deadline for nominations is  
Friday, November 18, 2016 
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In early spring ARCA members were surveyed regarding their membership 
benefits and related professional issues.  The Board would like to thank the 
77 members who took the time to provide us feedback.  The results of that 
survey are being analyzed and incorporated into a manuscript that will be 
submitted to a peer-reviewed journal.  The article, titled “A Revisited Inquiry of 
the Members of the American Rehabilitation Counseling Association (ARCA),” 
is a follow-up to an article published in 2006 by Peterson, Hautamaki and 
Hershenson.  The complete data analysis, as well as reflections on ARCA’s 
history and future direction, will be included in the final manuscript.  
 
The demographic makeup of the respondents included 40% male and 
60% female with an average age of 49.  The majority either had a Master’s 
degree (49%) or a Doctorate (44%); 35% were University faculty; the average 
number of years working in the field was 19.2; and the average years as a 
member of ARCA was 11.2.   
 
Many members continue their membership because they value receiving the 
Rehabilitation Counseling Bulletin as a major benefit (51%); and 25% 
typically attend the annual ACA Conference.  Finally, the majority of members 
support the CACREP/CORE merger (78%) with 38% reporting some 
concerns.  Those concerns, as well as other qualitative data, are being 
analyzed and will be included in the manuscript.  
 

Mary Huber, Ph.D., CRC 
Associate Professor, Wright State University 
mary.huber@wright.edu 

REPORT FROM THE CHAIR OF 
ARCA RESEARCH AND 
KNOWLEDGE COUNCIL 

 
BY MARY HUBER, PH.D., CRC 

The ARCA Board wishes you and your family the best the  
upcoming holidays can bring. 

 

FRIDAY 
MARCH 17, 2017 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
 

ARCA's Annual Membership 
Business Meeting will be held 
Friday, March 17, 2017 from 

3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 

The Annual Meeting of the 
Editorial Board for our 
journal, Rehabilitation 

Counseling Bulletin, will be 
held that same day from  
8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 

 
We will provide further 

information and the room 
locations, once the conference 

logistics in San Francisco  
are finalized. 
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BENEFITS OF JOINING ARCA 
 
I  ( . . ) 
 Website reports on issues and trends that affect rehabilitation counselors  
 Web-based newsletter highlighting profession updates, ARCA activities, 

legislative issues, and professional opportunities 
 Listserv alerting rehabilitation counselors to legislative actions and ARCA 

activities 
 Annual membership meeting 
C  E  
 Subscription to our quarterly peer-reviewed scholarly journal 

Rehabilitation Counseling Bulletin (RCB) 
 Webinars 
 Continuing education credits for peer reviewing submissions to RCB or 

reading articles in RCB 
N  
 ARCA sessions and programs at the annual ACA conference provide 

opportunities to network with colleagues old and new in both professional 
and social settings 

 Support to develop an ARCA chapter at your college/university or in your 
local/regional community, or to establish an interest group, to address 
immediate issues and enable grass-roots participation 

 Stimulating interactions with professionals who share similar goals 
L  
 Serve as a committee member on an ARCA council or ad hoc special 

task force 
 Serve as an elected officer or Council chair for ARCA 
E  
 Build relationships with ARCA colleagues and expand opportunities for 

employment and continued professional growth 
M  
 New members can be paired with seasoned colleagues and leaders 

sharing similar background or interests 
S   A  
 Masters and Doctoral Student of the Year 
 Counselor of the Year 
 Research Award 
 Career Research Award 
 Presidential Service Award 
 Vision Award 
 Understanding Rehabilitation Counseling competition 
R  
 Opportunities to collaborate on research projects and present findings at 

the annual conference 
 Learn about current research and how it applies to practice through 

conference presentations and articles in RCB 
 Conduct and promote dissemination of research relevant to rehabilitation 

counseling 
A  
 ARCA advocates for the rehabilitation counseling profession through 

collaboration and partnerships with consumer groups, professional 
associations, legislators, and other stakeholders  

 ARCA advocates for equal access to quality rehabilitation counseling 
services to people with disabilities through public policy, legislation and 
human rights 

F  2016 

TYPES OF 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
P  
Individuals who hold a master’s 
degree or higher in counseling or a 
closely related field from a college 
or university accredited by the 
Council for Higher Education 
Accreditation. 
 
R  
Individuals whose interests and 
activities are consistent with those 
of ACA, but who are not qualified 
for professional membership. 
 
N  P  
A New Professional is someone 
who has graduated with a masters 
or a doctorate within the past 
12 months. Status is good for one 
year. 
 
S  
Individuals who are enrolled at 
least half-time in a college or 
university program. 
 
R  
Members who are retired from the 
counseling profession and have 
been active ACA members for the 
past 5 consecutive years. 
 
D  P  F  
To join ARCA without joining ACA, 
a processing fee of $10 will apply. 

To learn more, visit 
 

http://www.arcaweb.org/member-
sign-up/ 


